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• Professionals often consulted about autistic-like behaviour in people with 

visual impairment, (deaf)blindness, intellectual disability (ID) or a 

combination of these impairments.  

 

• Assessment of ASD is often biased by diagnostic overshadowing* or 

diagnostic under-representation of  behaviours from (deaf)blindness to 

intellectual disability or autism and vice versa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Atypical  behaviours attributed to one of the handicapping conditions depending on the most prominent disability or the 

expertise of the professional who performed the assessment.  

 

• Incorrect classification of people may result in inappropriate selection of 

intervention methods 
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Part 1: Assessment of ASD in people with multiple disabilities 

 

 
• “Autism spectrum disorders in people with sensory and intellectual 

disabilities: symptom overlap and differentiating characteristics”. (pp. 477-

498). In M Fitzgerald (Ed.). Recent Advances in Autism Spectrum Disorders 

- Volume I. Rijeka, Intech. http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-

volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d 

 

• A Critical Review of Screening and Diagnostic Instruments for Autism 

Spectrum Disorders in People with Sensory Impairments combined with 

Intellectual Disabilities. Journal of Mental Health Research in Intellectual 

Disabilities, 9, 1-2, 36-59. doi: 10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917 

 

• Pilot: Behavioral Assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders in People with 

Multiple Disabilities. Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 60, 2, 101-

112. doi: 10.1111/jir.12206. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jir.12206/abstract 

 

• “Assessing autism spectrum disorders in people with sensory impairments 

combined with intellectual disabilities”  manual, norms, psychometrics. 

http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d
http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d
http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d
http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d
http://www.intechopen.com/books/recent-advances-in-autism-spectrum-disorders-volume-i/autism-spectrum-disorders-in-people-with-sensory-and-intellectual-disabilities-symptom-overlap-and-d
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19315864.2015.1119917
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jir.12206/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jir.12206/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jir.12206/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jir.12206/abstract
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Part 1: Assessment of ASD in people with multiple disabilities 
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Review of ASD instruments 
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Observation of Autism in people with Sensory and 

Intellectual Disabilities (OASID) 

 

Sample item 
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Structure and reliability of OASID 

Reliability 
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OASID 

Interrater Reliability 
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OASID 

 

Norms / reference points 
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OASID 

 

Severity of ASD 
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OASID 

 

Manual       Video vignettes 
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Part 2: Profiles of autistic behaviour in people with sensory 

and/or intellectual disabilities 

 

 
 

• “Mental health problems in people with multiple disabilities with and without 

autism spectrum disorder” 

 

• “Profiles of stereotyped behaviour in people with a combination of sensory 

and intellectual disabilities” 

 

• “How stress relates to autistic behaviour in people with combined sensory 

and intellectual disabilities”  
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Mental health problems in people with multiple disabilities 

with and without autism spectrum disorder 

  

Looking for comorbidity and overlap with other psychopathologies 

 

 

• List of disturbed attachment behaviours (Boris & Zeanah, 2005) 

 

• Anxiety Depression and Mood Scale (ADAMS; Esbensen, Rojahn, Aman, & 

Ruedrich, 2003) 

 

• Stress Survey Schedule for Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities 

(SSS; Groden, 2001) 
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Differences between ASD and No-ASD on ATTACHMENT, 

ADAMS and SSS 

 



17 

Profiles of stereotyped behaviour in people with a 

combination of sensory and intellectual disabilities 
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How stress relates to autistic behaviour in people with 

combined sensory and intellectual disabilities 
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How stress relates to autistic behaviour in people with 

combined sensory and intellectual disabilities 

Cortisol response levels of people with and without 

ASD were similar  

OASID did not provoke a significant cortisol response  

The cortisol measurements on the control day 

significantly predicted the cortisol response to the 

OASID 



20 

Acknowledgements 

• Gitta de Vaan   Carolina de Weerth 

 

 

 

 

 

• Harry Knoors   Rosariet Beijers 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ludo Verhoeven  Mathijs Vervloed 



21 

Thank you for your attention 

 


